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	City of Detroit, Oregon
City Council Reg Session
Minutes

September 9, 2025
6:30 p.m.
345 Santiam Ave W.
Detroit, Oregon 

	


 

I. Call to Order – Mayor Trett called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM

II. Council Roll Call – Present: Greg Sheppard, Eric Page, Todd Smith, Denny Nielsen (via Zoom) and Mayor Trett.  Absent with notice: Michele Tesdal & Dean O’Donnell.  Staff present:  Michelle Connor and Lindsay Meyer.Meetings of the City Council of Detroit will be broadcast via Zoom, as well as on other form(s) of electronic media as they become available.  If you require additional assistance to participate in this public meeting, please contact the City of Detroit at least 48 business hours prior to the meeting (503) 854-3496 or by email MConnor@DetroitOR.Gov. 






III. Pledge of Allegiance

IV. Approval of the Agenda – Councilor Nielsen made a motion, seconded by Councilor Page to add the ODOT SCA Paving Grant for 2nd, 3rd & Lakeview Loop to section VII of the agenda.  All in favor, motion passed unanimously.

V. Special Orders of Business – Marina Excavation Project – Marion County – This presentation was inaudible.

VI. Committee Reports This time is set aside for committees established by law, ordinance or other authority to report to the City Council on the committee’s ongoing work.


VII. Resolutions, Orders and Administrative Action (* Action Item)
a. Canyon Sewer Project & 3 Basin Rule – Brian Nicholas – $2 Million dollars in septic grants has been distributed to Residential customers with the final number expected to be around $2.5 Million.  $438,000 to date has been distributed to Commercial customers.  There was a lengthy discussion about a future waste water facility to serve the Commercial district of town.  A proposal was made to DEQ last year to change the 3-Basin Rule.  The new language would provide a path to permitting commercial septic and make it more feasible.  Brian expects have more information by November.
b. Memorandum of Understanding with DLF – Keith Owens – Not Present – This item was tabled until the October 14, 2025 meeting.
c. Drinking Fountain Bid – Michelle Connor – Reagan Smith can purchase two water bottle filling stations for the City Park for $3,000 at cost.  He will only charge us the installation fee of $500.  Councilor Smith made a motion to purchase the fountains, seconded by Councilor Sheppard, all in favor, motion passed unanimously.
d. Planning Commission Members – Michelle Connor – Due to Planning Commissioners serving more than a 2-year term because the City was in the middle of updating the Development Code, we ended up with all seven Commissioner’s terms expiring on December 31, 2025.  It was decided that any Commissioner that wants to be reappointed that has been on the Planning Commission for more than 2 years should be reappointed for a 1 year term while the newer Commissioners that wish to continue should be appointed a 2 year term.
e. Emergency Operations Plan – Mayor Trett – The City has received the final document and the Council has a copy for review.  This will be on the October 14, 2025 agenda for Council approval.
f. RPF for Paving 2nd, 3rd & Lakecrest St. – Denny Nielsen made a motion to approve the issuance of an RFP for paving 2nd, 3rd, and the Lakecrest Loop.  The project will be funded by ODO with a budget not to exceed $250,000.  The RFP will be reviewed by HBH Engineering and distributed to a minimum of four qualified paving contractors within our region for competitive bidding. The motion was seconded by Councilor Smith, all in favor, motion passed unanimously.

VIII. Consent Calendar
a. Approval of Regular Session Minutes of August 12, 2025
b. Approval to Pay the Bills - Councilor Smith made a motion to approve the consent calendar, seconded by Councilor Page, all in favor, motion passed unanimously.

IX. Staff Reports
a. Marina Excavation – Charles Bury – Report was inaudible
b. Ordinance & Community Engagement Officer – N/A
c. HBH Engineering - Matt Del Moro – N/A
d. City Recorder – Michelle Connor – The City will be having a Site Design Review meeting to discuss the redevelopment of the old City Hall location.  Work will be starting in the City Park in next couple of months and the septic work will begin at the Community Center.
e. Planning – Mcrae Carmichael – N/A
f. Marion County Sheriff – N/A
g. USFS – Michelle King – Michelle was not present but sent a message that there is a fire in our area called the “411” fire south of Detroit.  It is currently .75 acres, and they will have helicopters in the area tomorrow.  If you see smoke that is where it is coming from.
h. Idanha-Detroit Rural Fire Protection District – Fred Patterson – N/A
i. North Santiam Sewer Authority – Denny Nielsen – Denny will report in his Councilor report.
j. City Clerk – Lindsay Meyer – N/A


X. Councilor’s Report
- Greg Sheppard – Greg thanked Dean O’Donnell for weeding the Howard Anderson Memorial.  He’s looking forward to receiving the paving bids for the ODOT SCA Grant.  He would also like to get a paint machine so we can do our own striping.  The curb that was installed at Butte & Boulder is holding up quite well in the heaving rain.

-Eric Page – Our water quality continues to meet state standards.  Councilor Page addressed a notice that was sent out about our filter performance.  It was a reporting error as the new reporting process was not made clear to us.  He also wished to clear up some social media comments by stating that our plant #1 was paid for by the insurance company and plant #2 is a rental that is being reimbursed by FEMA.

-Michele Tesdal – Michelle Connor read an update from Councilor Tesdal to the Council.  She is just waiting on an “OK to Proceed” on the park revitalization project.  She is currently working with the City Engineer and City Attorney to establish what is required to move forward.

-Todd Smith – We have a back ordered windshield wiper for the new SxS that is due the first week of October and then we can switch out the old one for the new one.  Councilor Smith also commented that he wants to see the Planning Commission utilized more in the future.

Denny Nielsen – Councilor Niesen commented that we need to contact “Hear no Evil” and get our sound fixed.  The NSSA has not met in 2 months and the Marion County funding has been exhausted.  He’s not sure if additional funds will become available.  The City is beginning the process to develop the old City Hall property, and the County has approved $160,000 grant to expand the drain field at the Community Center.  Work continues with our lobbyist regarding lake levels.  The City is continuing to work with Marion County and the grant for downtown redevelopment valued at $600,000 to $800,000 and may be available by late fall.

XI. Mayor’s Report – Mayor Trett had a meeting last week with Oregon Dept. of Health Services.  There has been talk for some time of making the Community Center a heating/cooling center and/or evacuation center if needed.  It turns out heating/cooling centers are different than evacuation centers, so discussion was mainly around heating/cooling centers.  There are trailers stored in Aumsville with the units that we can use whenever we need at no cost.  This could also come in handy for residents with breathing issues when there is smoke from fires. They can also provide pallets of water.  He is also working with the Red Cross on an evacuation center that they can operate or train us to operate.  They would like to set a time to come up and look at our facility.  Mayor Trett would like to visit Silverton to see their facility. There was a meeting in Silverton last Saturday to talk about the drawdown.

XII.  Public Comments – N/AThis is the time set aside for comments from the public on matters not on the agenda.  Commenters are limited to three (3) minutes.  Time may not be yielded.  Questions from the Council or staff to commenters shall not be counted against the allotted three (3) minutes. 


XIII.  Other Business – N/A
XIV. Upcoming Meetings
a. Regular Session – October 14, 2025 – Detroit City Hall 6:30 PM.
XV. Adjourn – Councilor Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilor Page, all in favor, motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 7:59 PM.






   _________________________                         ___________________________
       James R. Trett, Mayor	 Michelle Connor, City Recorder
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